
How Much Will a PA DUI Conviction 
Cost Me?

I’m 32 years old. Last week I was arrested in Philadelphia for 
driving under the influence. I’ve been told a DUI conviction could 
cost me thousands of dollars, and I might even go to jail. If I miss 
work, I’m going to lose my job. How much is this going to cost me?

Joe Smith, Pennsylvania

If you’re anything like Joe, your Pennsylvania DUI arrest has you worried. 
You’re concerned about jail time, what’s going to happen with your job, and 
how much you’re going to pay financially.

I'll be honest with you: you have valid concerns. Pennsylvania DUI 
convictions carry major consequences. A first time conviction could cost you 
up to $5000 in fines and penalty assessments. It could cost you 6 months of 
jail time. If you go to jail, it could cost you your job. This is not to mention 
the misc. fees and charges associated with a PA DUI, including:

 • Restriction and re-issue fees in order to keep your license.
 • Impoundment and storage fees for your vehicle.
 • Increased automobile insurance premiums.
 • $1000 fine if you’re caught driving on a suspended license.
 • Arrest and court fees.
 • Expenses associated with mandatory Court Reporting Network “CRN” 

evaluation. (This evaluation is mandated by the court to determine 
whether you have an alcohol or substance abuse problem.)

 • Cost of mandatory treatment if CRN evaluation determines you have 
an abuse problem.

Besides financial consequences and jail time, there are other ways a 
Pennsylvania DUI conviction could affect you, including:

 • Having your driver’s license suspended.
 • Mandatory Alcohol Highway Safety School.
 • Up to 150 hours of community service.
 • Being viewed as a "high risk driver" - your insurance company may 

drop your policy.
FREE PA DUI Case Evaluation

As you can see, a DUI conviction can carry serious consequences, some of 
which may be felt years into the future. In order to reduce your risk of being 
jailed and minimize your fines, it is imperative that you obtain competent 
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counsel. A capable DUI attorney can keep you out of jail and decrease the 
out-of-pocket expenses associated with a Pennsylvania DUI arrest.

How much will a Pennsylvania DUI conviction cost you? Call our offices 
today at 215-822-1888 for a free consultation and find out!

**Written for Margiotti & Mittman, Attorneys at Law. Published online at http://
www.paduidr.com/pacostofconviction.html.
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